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Notes to the Leader for Session 4 — Ministry...the expression of our values
in our lives

Ministry...

The topic of this session can be misunderstood. Remember that ministry is not a function
of the clergy. Itis a function of any person whose values and truth find their way into the
person’s daily life. Ministry is the practical aspect of our spirituality. But also be open to
people’s rejection of the word. For some, the identification of ministry with clergy or
religiosity will be strong and quite negative. This is where they are, and it is OK.

Session Preparation

The depth of this session will be enhanced with thorough preparation. So please
distribute the preparation for this session at the end of the prior session. Have extra
copies available at the gathering in case people forget their copies.

Preliminaries

“Likes and Wishes” -- In this session we are introducing a new form of expression called
“Likes and Wishes.” The purpose is to provide an opportunity for thoughtful feedback
regarding the small group gatherings. In this session the feedback is for all of the four
sessions so far. You should discuss this aspect of the session before the opening so that
the session can flow without too much interruption. It may be helpful to review
“ministry” printed on the back of the program, prior to this feedback, so that the group
can remember again what they might expect from the small group experience. You
should also review an example and some basic rules:

1. This is a positive format for feedback using a brief go around the group; e.g. "I like
how we approached the topic this evening, but I wish we had moved through the
sharing a little more quickly."

2. We won’t do this at every meeting.

3. Be sure to provide feedback about how the gathering was for you, not about the
people present.

4. Keep it short and to the point - one or two sentences.

5. Itis OK to have likes without wishes, or to pass if you wish.

6. Respect other people’s likes and wishes, and avoid “defending against” them.

You and your co-leader can reflect later on the feedback that was given by the group. We
encourage you to share useful information at the next leadership gathering. If you want
immediate help with an issue that comes up, call a member of the Leadership Group.

Preparation for the Next Session
Before everyone leaves, distribute copies of the Preparation for Session Five — the
Opened Book.




